
John W. Cauffman Co. 
Elkhart, IN 

1916 John W. Cauffman (1916-1995) is born in Elkhart. 

1930 John is living at home and his father Frank is a band 
instrument assembler (census). 

1938 John W. Cauffman, tool & die maker, #1100 E. Beardsley 
(marriage cert.). 

1949 John files for a patent on his hyperbolic mouthpiece. 

 The earliest ads found are from late 1949 as below from 
Down Beat magazine in October. 1810 Sterling Ave. 

 

Here’s another from December 1949. 

 

1951 

 



1952 John granted patent #2,594,869 for his mouthpiece. 

March 1952 Down Beat magazine. Selling through Selmer. 

 

 

The ads at right are from the 1950 (top) and 1958 International 
Musician magazine. 

1950 Sanborn map showing the small, 20’x30’ shop. 

This is now an empty lot. 

 


